Cortical and amygdalar Lewy body burden in Parkinson's disease patients with visual hallucinations.
Visual hallucinations (VH) are among the most common non-motor complications of Parkinson's disease (PD). A few studies on their etiopathogenesis have suggested involvement of cortical and amygdalar areas. In order to investigate the possible association between extranigral Lewy Body (LB) distribution across cortical and amygdalar regions and the presence of VH in PD brain donors, we conducted a clinico-pathological comparison of 10 PD patients with VH vs 10 closely matched PD patients without VH. The LB burden was significantly higher across the amygdala and the frontal, temporal and parietal cortical areas in patients with VH. Although our results suggest significant extranigral involvement, the precise etiopathologic mechanisms responsible for the development of VH need further clarification.